[Case of pulmonary hemorrhage suspected to be caused by pulmonary artery catheter after cardiac surgery].
We report a case of pulmonary hemorrhage suspected to be caused by a pulmonary artery catheter (PAC) after cardiac surgery. An 80-year-old woman underwent aortic valve replacement, mitral valve replacement, and tricuspid annuloplasty. After anesthesia induction, a PAC was inserted from the right jugular vein and fixed at 48 cm, but it could not be wedged. Therefore, the PAC was fixed at 59 cm to measure the pulmonary capillary wedge pressure during the operation. The catheter showed a postoperative bending. The chest X-ray radiograph obtained at the first postoperative day showed a shadow in the right middle and lower lung. PAC was pulled and fixed at 48 cm, but the shadow continued to grow in size. A large volume of bloody drainage fluid was obtained. Therefore, we operated again. No bleeding or hematoma was observed in the mediastinum or pericardium. However, a hematoma spreading from the hilum of the right lung was observed under the visceral pleura. The patient was discharged on the 23rd postoperative day. The lung hemorrhage may have been caused by PAC-induced pulmonary artery injury since no lung injury was observed during reoperation. Therefore, care should be taken to prevent pulmonary artery injury by excessively deep insertion of PAC.